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Treasure Hunter's Code of Ethics:

1. Respect the rights and property of others.

2. Observe all laws, whether national, state or
Jocal. Aid law enforcement officials whenever
possible,

3. Never destroy priceless historical or archeo-
logical treasures.

4. Leave the land and vegetation as it was.
Fill in all holes.

Remove all trash and litter when you leave.

All treasure hunters may be judged by the
example you set. Always conduct yourself
with courtesy and consideration for others.

o

PLEASE —

Help protect our greal hobby by respeciing the rights of others.
Always obiain permission before searching on private property. Be
exiremely careful with your probing, picking up and discarding irash,
and ALWAYS COVER YOUR HOLES.

AGAIN. . .Remember, in the modern metal detector, modern science has given
us a valuable and exciting way to search the past for objects of historic and mone-
tary value. Let us consider it a privilege to keep alive by careful and considerate
hunting. In many countries of the world today, metal detection and the treasure
hunting hobby have been drastically curtailed as a result of inconsiderate actions
of treasure hunters who did little more than vandalize!
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KEEP THE CABLE WOUND TIGHTLY AROUND
THE SHAFT. To insure no fals signsis sre generated
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BODY

ASSEMBLY g

Assemnbly of the 8400 is easy ond requires no special tools. The
only assembly required is to attach the search coil to the end of
the lower stem

BATTERWT«
The is equipped with 9-volt transistor radio batieries (Eveready

#216 or equivalent).

Access to the balleries is gained by pulling out on the nylon snaplok
fastener on the battery cover on the rear of the unit and removing the cover./
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The following is a picture of all the controls and switches on your

METER uses are for

Depth readout in oll
metal mode Good-
Bad indicator in
discnminate mode
Indicates condition of
battenes in battery
check 4528

POWER SWITCH  ~
Used to turn on unit
anddse check

afteries

_— HEADPHONE JACK

for 1/4 inch stereo
headphones

Fig. 3

PUSHBUTTON
TUNING é;’ MODE
CHANGE

PUSH BUTTON TUNER/MODE CHANGE SWITCH

Convenient thumb-push button in the tip of the handle may be
pressed momentarily to re-establish the tunihg
threshold...OR...TO CHANGE MODES...It is not necessary to
change the mode select ggmte swilch each time. If searching
in the ALL-METAL VLF%@ depressing the push-button
switches the unit to the . DISC mode and keeps it there
for as long as the butlon is depressed.
Ahterdiget=identificatiom—the-unit can be—troturred—te—itl -
M%mﬁpmmg—ﬂww If the Mode Select
Switch is placed in S9%8. DISC mode, the reverse is true.
Therefore, searching can be done in @89, DISCRIMINATE but
pinpointing is accomplished in ALL-METAL by simply holding
the button depressed. Holdmathe-butterrmwhen |

swiokes TREgET-SPEBTSE.




3 IN-ONE METER

The basic instructions for tuning ang operating your 8400 are
attached to the meter of the 8400 These instructions are basic
and are intended for a reminder when you don't have your
instruction manual handy.
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As BAD-GOOD

Indicator

In DISCRIMINATE
mode if you get
movement to ight
the object is good.

by

As DEPTH METER

In ALL METAL/DEPTH
mode of operation
Indicates depth of
Coin. ASRewrrs Tom
wotiethethieareres

deeené?/

As a battery indicator

When the needie falls
within the good
section the battery

soloeted is grosA-g- O L
BL‘

BATTERY TEST

g
Your 8400 Uses two 9 volt
transistor batteries (Eveready
No. 916 or equivalent). To fest
your batteries, switch power

switch to 2tosbestshend battery CHECK |
ercte-Bto-tesk-tne-O-EaHon

The needle must fall within the

yellow good box on the meter. g 7
See Fig. '

Rermember 95% of all detecior malfunciions are either
due to faulty batteries or poor connections at the battery
clip. Always check your batiery condition if you feel your
detecior is not working properly. After you have
connected and unconnected your bateries several
times the prongs on the clip lead may spread apart o
the prongs en the battery itself may be spread. Genlly
squeeze these prongs fogether with your fingers to insure

a good snug fit.

Anytime you are going to store your delector make sure
you remove the battetles. Storing the batteries in your

ON A
OFF o o P oa
/

Fig. &

refrigerator Is the best ploce for them
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TUNING YOUR 8400 3

Hold your BdoO’sfSo that the search coil is about two feet above
the ground and is not near any metal objects,

TUNING HEIGHT

1. Set Mode Selector to ALL METAL/DEPTH position.

=

2. Set ground adjust to “0". This is a preliminory adjustment.

A4
3. Depress and held push button in. Turn power switch to e
position. Release push button.

4, With mode switch in the ALL METAL/DEPTH position you will
detect all metals and also be able to measure depth of
coins up to six inches deep.

5. Adjust audio control until sound is jtést heard. When the 84004
is adjusted in this manner the 8400 at its most sensitive
setting. Seme"Thew—preferne-sednd-endin this case you

M@When you adjust-forre-seurethatyou
héveadiusted the audiedevettowheres sourdust
éisappears: Thisatsoris-the-mostsensitive setting whenyey
~dorr'twonttohearsound Untttyou detect sermmething.
&/grere canwoiTle o Bl ITE ISCRIMINATE |
4. To disermirete set mode switch to desiresklovelof

discririnator—Bepresspush-bultor-with-search coil at
distance-frem groune-that-you want 1o search-at,
Beprassing-the-push button wilkretume-the urttfor the

v
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DEPTH READING

This is accomplished only when the mode switch is in the ALLg
METAL/DEPTH position and is most accurate when the 8400 is comectly
ground gdjusted. Depth reading is only accurate on ceing Rusty smail

calibrated only 1o,eighf inch search coil.
7He

GROUND ADJ

Fig. 7

GROUND ADJU% be 56T

The ground adjust control erilghasareffest when you are in the ALL
METAL/DEPTH position

When unit is properly ground adjusted you will get no change in sound or
meter reading as you lower search coil to the ground or raise search coil
frorm the ground

To properly adjust ground first make sure unit is tuned with mode switch in
ALL METAL/DEPTH mode. Adjust for slight sound so that you will be able 1o tell
if sound s oway as you lower search coil to ground. After you have funed
your 8400'with search cail in the air, lower search coil to ground and raise
back up. If, while lowering your search coil to the ground you got an
increase in sound, turn ground adjust control counterclockwise (left) if, you
get a decrease in sound or scund went away altogether turn ground adjust
control clockwise. When making these adjustments only turn control 2 or 3
increments at a time (about 1/4 inch) oV

rd

After you make an adjustment depress push button handle 1o retune 840045
Repeat the procedure of lowering search coil and adjusting ground adjust
control until you get no change in sound as you lower lhe search coil to Ihe
ground. As you get less and less change in sound move the ground adjust
less and less to avoid overshooting your no change in sound point.

objects show shallower than they really are. The 8400 depth reading is

J




DISCRIMINATION @
A

DISCRIMINATION

In this mode you will be able to tune out items that you don't want to !
find depending cn the level of discrimination you choose

In addition to tuning out unwcnted targets you will get @ geod or bad

indication on the meter w/ok. (O(:sc b mun . mcteasz g i
. £ yecled =
EXAMPLE: Try this with search coil in Theﬁzﬁr(so il of‘Su (E:ion”! have to be

concerned with ground interference £ sh kOl
positign, clepsass oSy s--r----m pass a piece of fin foil by
call, sCuha s sTeH you will get meter movement towards

bad. Pass a quarter by the search coil and you will get an increase in
sound and meter movemeni fowards good

When swilching 1o the DISCRIMINATE Mode, many unwanied items are rejecled
AUTOMATICALLY (will fail to generale a signal)! The drawing above shows Ihe sequence ol re-
jection using lhe DISCRIMINATE t&‘fﬁ control. As-eash+aetturmentrsmdivideaiy-sakbrated,

- -—— v ke TNE Seqarcn coll gistance
THESE4TEMSHNCIUDE: AdusT l

FOIL (Includes gum, candy, cigaretle wrappers, and miscellaneous lhin quage scrap )
PULL-TABS From aluminum drink cans).
Unlike olher detectors. there is negligible Joss of sensilivily (depth capability) when
changing from Lhe FOIL level lo the PULL-TAB level. However, at this level, as with other
manufaclurer's discriminators, the Nickel Coins can nc jonger be delecled Also,

because of the shape and nickel content some rings may be bypassed '
SCREW CAF>

Aebeikersormeuhstaeteto-teEeas

BRI [ E—Rel-AEA DO —HeTToRED wovea-esmrtactnspreblen:- (n the
SCREW CAP level some sensilivily is lost, so i1L1s recommended that, lor maximum perfor-
mance, you discririnale al no higher than the PULL-TAB level unless the search area 18
heavily strewn wilth SCREW CAPS. In facl, the besl rule of thumb is always to use the
lowesl level of discriminalion possible for a parlicular area

GUOD-BAD INDICAIOR p——
When you have the Discriminator L 'D‘-‘.f:?
level set to TIN FOIL pull tabs will mﬂ“"nq;

show good since you haven't funed
them out. When you have the
discriminate level set to PULL TABS
the large aluminum screw caps will
show good. Also when you are set fo
the PULL TAB level most gold rings
K and all nickles will show bad.

I TR e M AR




IN THE FIELD

The detector should be held

in a position that

is comfortable for you. Sweep the detector frdm side to side in
obout a three foot arc. The Bounty Hunter 8400‘does not need to be

huried, so ao at a pace that doesn’t wear vou out

Sweep in a sightly overlapping pattern
as shown. Use as you would any normal
detector — the search signal should
“‘peak’’ as the target center is passed.
Try to keep the search coil parallel to the
ground at all times and avoid lifting the
coil off the ground at the end of each
swing. This will prevent loss of detec-
tion of some deeper targets, since you
are putting mare distance between the
coil and the target on a careless swing.

il be
ong it

e
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PINPOINTING THE TARGET

When operating with the 8-inch
coil, if a target is located
generally with a side-to-side
sweep, the exact location may
be determined by also passing
the coil in a forward and back
sweep as shown at the right.

To pinpoint or locate @ target which doesn't peg the meter and
audio, simply move the coil around to find {he point where the
loudest audic and highest meter recding is given. The target will be
right below the center of the coil. If the target response is so strong it
pegs the meter and audio, simply push the tuning button
momentarily over the strongest signal This will tune out most of the
response fo the target and the detector will go totally quiet if it is

rmoved away from the target. It may be necessary to retune a

couple of times to almost totally tune out the target

\




DETECTION TIPS

DISC -
NOTE: The search coil must be moving lo delec! a largel using the SPB system. However,

the deteclor operales very effectively at slow sweep speeds and with a lillle practice, you can
pinoint in 888 MQDE

KL K Asen
! TN D e
The 8RB DISCRIMINATION Maode 15 not alfecled by ground mineralization, and when us-
ed al the beach it will go [rom wel sand to dry and back withoul changing tune! the
DISCRIMINATE Mode is recommended for areas of heavy surface trash. Any level in 1his
mode will reject small surface area largels such as wire, nails, tacks, rivels - Lhat o other
delectors may look like cons! Larger junk largets are easily idenlifiable because of their
erratic signal or widespread signal area

f i 1

Olten you will receive a signal from a larget that is difficuli o “Read" 1o really determine whal
il is. Whal may seem 1o be a bad largel because of the signal pallern, may be a combination of

targets
Lel's lake an example:  With the delector setin the SPD MODE and DISCRIMINATE level set
ald451055
sweep ==
signal } \
What reads like Lthis — @ ....may actually be this —p < -

With the audio signal produced, at first you may be lempled 10 pass on and forget it Don't! A

situation like this may be worth an investigalion.

1 Switch lo lhe “ALL METAL" (VLF) MODE for pinpointing

2 Sweep the search coil across lhe largel area in both directions lo see if you can isclate
the signal into more than one target

3 1f you do determing Lhat there 1s more than one targel present, iry sweeping the coil over
it at a more favorable angle in the DISCRIMINATE MODE lo get a more rehable reading

For example

Original Sweep Angle gff;ep
[ {& Angle

earnhones will areatlv exiend the battery life, since it takes muc‘l:l
? REJECTING THE STEEL BOTTLE CAP [

< 7
%&g?hlhe;?wweny mmrmm@pemng Athe TR
DISCRIMHA MG{' B ~this— -nel-the-caseswhedUsingH85  Whil ing in lhe=GRE
DISCRIMINATE an iron boltle cap will “blip", but can be-aspisis ié:nﬁﬁiécglﬂ?e lZas ly

. Once a targe signal has b 9L Ind h\tjm kL -
o g a8 been received, lgke ce ol
ﬂ_é.'how sweep over the same target a1Mangcsorena:e the strength 1o th
= e

lirs! response_If th nal diminish
es al
HowEye: ) g&e}“s%%}g al all, you may leave il for a bad large! (iron botlle cap)

tice, this procedure will become sec 115 a good targe! With very litlle prac-
' ond - h prac
using your detector. nature and you will begin to expetience lhe real joy of




FHE-ZTOB-BIG” TARGET SIGNAL.S

From ime 1o lime, you will acquire a good sounding signal that seems o ss _a!! the lesls for a
coin or other valuable. It will be loud, clear and positive. In fact, largels like this are usually ob-
lects having a large surface area and may consisl of an alloy or plating that will cause the
detector to respond to the non-lerrous porlion

Among these may be alurninum centainers, such as beer and pop cans, or a composite ilem
such as a discarded alarm clock

The big give-a-way lo this kind of signal will be ils size, both in ground area and signal strength
With practice, you will soon discover <= The sound response can tell a ol - a coin usual-
Sets—H- ly gives a good solid sound regardiess of sweep
teslsbove-TTE saHace, endyougel direction. When checking rg jsten to the
-grotRtheyouknowthalilisneteper  “Size” of the soundintheﬁr Mg mode - a
large target produces sound over a greater area
g - 2 than does a single coin. 3
BurneSBaIeE7. Hot Rocks: OF all malion type detectors, you will wnd batoss i fades.
Sgnetssee find some targets that read 'good"" in the *

nd son arge molion
discrimination” mode but when yoy switch to the

“All Metal” mode to pinpoint, you find that the
target had “nulled out” or caused the All Metal
qug to ''go quiet"” when directly over this target.
This is because You have localed what people call
“Hot Rocks™, The hot rocks are objects that are
less conductive than the ground You are hunting,

CARE AND SERVICING
PROPER CARE FOR YOUR DETECTOR

Melal deleclors are sensitive elecironic inslruments Although it does nol have 1o be babied,
reasonable care must be laken to help ensure a long trouble-free life for your deleclor

KEEP IT CLEAN Take a few minutes after each use 1o remove dirl and dusl Wipe the hous-
ing and wash the coil, especrally if it has been dipped in salt waler. A plastic bag over the con-
trol box at the beach will help protect the unit Irom sand and prevent corrosion due o sall air

KEEP IT COOL Never slore your deteclor in an exlremely hol environment, such as an
automobile trunk in the summer, for exlended periods of time. The prolonged heat will nol only
shorlen baltery life consideralbly, bul can cause electronic component breakdown

KEEP IT SAFE ... Never lransport your deteclor in such a manner that will subject 1l to ex-
treme vibration or shock. The unit may be cushioned by wrapping i in a blankel or by pulling
In a carrying bag or case designed for lhe purpose

The coil is waterproof and may be submerged in either fresh or salt
water. Caution should be exercised to prevent water from entering
the chassis. After the coil is used in salt water, the coil shou'd be
rinsed well with fresh water to prevent corrosion of the meta! parts

The use of earphones will benefit you in two ways. Most earphones
will very effectively block out most of the ambient noise, such as
traffic noise and wind noise, which will enable you to better hear
the fainter signals caused by the deeper targets. Secondly, using
earphenes will greatly extend the battery life, since it takes much
less power to operate them, Any good 8 or 16 ohm set with 1/4 inch
stereo jack will do.



